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AMI AdvocacyAMI Advocacy
Outdoor	Recreational	Roundtable	Announces	New	Rural	Economic	

Development	Grant	--	July	18,	2023	

Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR), of which AMI is a founding member, announced the opening of its 
grant opportunity to help rural communities grow their local economies and make them more resilient through 
outdoor recreation. These grants are made possible through funding from the Richard King Mellon Foundation 
and help ensure that ORR can continue its charge to provide support, information, and resources to rural 
communities seeking to create economic opportunities through outdoor recreation.
 
This marks the second round of ORR’s successful grant program which debuted in 2021. This new round increases 
grant size to $10,000 and provides in-kind technical assistance from ORR members to rural communities with 
compelling recreation economy plans. For communities with big plans and limited bandwidth, grants like these 
can help unlock federal, state, and local match dollars from programs like USDA Rural Development, state 
infrastructure funds, and interest from private foundations. For more see the announcement from ORR. 

	
Outdoor	Recreation	Roundtable	Launches	Innovative	New	Resources	for	

Growing	Outdoor	Workforce	of	the	Future	-	July	11,	2023
 
Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR) and the Association of Marina Industries are thrilled to announce the 
launch of a new Outdoor Workforce Hub, developed with support from The VF Foundation. The launch follows 
a year spent gathering perspectives from ORR members, outdoor industry leaders and community partners to 
identify opportunities for the $862 billion outdoor recreation economy, and the 4.5 million professionals who 
support connecting people to the outdoors.
 
The Outdoor Workforce Hub debuts on ORR’s new website and features a number of interactive tools designed 
to help employers, educators, and those interested in joining the outdoor recreation industry, as well as those 
looking to expand their careers in the sector, including:

• A new Roadmap for a 21st Century Outdoor Workforce;
• A first-of-its kind map of nearly 250 higher education, trade and training programs for outdoor careers;
• A primer on outdoor recreation-related jobs and existing research to help prospective talent, industry 

leaders, educators and policymakers alike understand the breadth and depth of outdoor careers;
• A four-part Outdoor Workforce Expert series;
• An ORR Career Path Module featuring real professionals across the industry;
• Materials for career development offices; and
• Links to other impactful resources to help outdoor professionals thrive.

Read more about ORR’s resources. 

Learn more about AMI advocacy efforts.

https://secure.membershipsoftware.org/ami/console/sb_modify_page.asp?id=142
https://recreationroundtable.org/news/outdoor-recreation-roundtable-launches-innovative-new-resources-for-growing-the-outdoor-workforce-of-the-future/
https://marinaassociation.org/advocacy
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News From WashingtonNews From Washington
  

Transportation	and	Infrastructure	
Committee	Hearing	Highlights	Need	
for	Lake	Access	Keeping	Economies	

Strong	(LAKES)	Act	

In June, the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure subcommittee on Water Resources and 
Environment, held a hearing that reviewed the Fiscal 
Year 2024 Budget Request for agencies under its 
purview, including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) – a leading provider of public recreation 
opportunities. The hearing emphasized the need for 
proper funding to maintain USACE managed lands, 
an issue the Lake Access Keeping Economies Strong 
(LAKES) Act would solve.

USACE has played an outsized role in supporting the 
increased demand for public boating access in recent 
years, and accordingly, addressing the agency’s 
infrastructure and access needs remains a top priority 
for the recreational boating industry.

In his testimony, Major General William “Butch” H. 
Graham, the Deputy Chief of Engineers, and Deputy 
Commanding General for USACE, stated, “My top 
priorities include identifying the highest priority 
potential investments for the Army Civil Works 
Program, starting with the maintenance of our 
existing infrastructure, and ensuring that we deliver 
studies and finish quality projects safely, on time, and 
within budget. I am focused on delivering projects 
that will contribute to the effort to enhance the 
Nation’s resilience to climate change. These priorities 
will ensure a better return on taxpayer investment and 
improve the lives of all Americans.”

Representative Eric Burlison (MO-07), a committee 
member representing parts of southwest Missouri, 
including Table Rock Lake managed by the USACE, raised 
concerns regarding how fees from recreation at the lake 
are used. Burlison noted recreation fees collected at Table 
Rock Lake and other USACE managed boat launches, 
campgrounds, and other recreation sites are sent directly 
to the Treasury Department rather than being reinvested 
in the infrastructure and facilities generating the revenue. 
Even though USACE manages recreation visitation on 

scale with the National Park Service (NPS), the agency’s 
recreation program is historically underfunded, resulting in 
a $4 billion deferred maintenance backlog across USACE 
managed recreation sites – a system that provides the 
most water-based public recreation opportunities.

The LAKES Act, recently introduced in the Senate by 
Senators Kevin Cramer (R-ND) and Martin Henrich 
(D-NM), takes an integral step towards putting the 
USACE recreation program on a more sustainable 
path forward. Under the LAKES Act, 80% of recreation 
fees would be reinvested back into the sites where 
revenues are collected, ensuring sites such as Table 
Rock Lake in Missouri receive the funding necessary 
to remain safe and operational.

Visit Boating United to encourage your elected 
officials to support the LAKES Act today.

Bipartisan	Group	of	Lawmakers	
Express	Concerns	Over	Proposed	

NOAA	Regulations

Last week, a bipartisan group of lawmakers from 
the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus held a 
briefing on the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) proposed expansion of its 
North Atlantic Right Whale Vessel Strike Reduction 
Rule. Under the proposed expansion, all boats 35 feet 
and greater cannot travel faster than 10 knots (11 mph) 
within a vast area extending from Massachusetts to 
central Florida, for up to 7 months out of the year and 
in some places up to 90 miles offshore.
 
Several legislators expressed concern with how 
NOAA’s proposal could impact local economies, 
particularly in coastal communities. The U.S. 
recreational boating industry has an annual economic 
impact of $230 billion, supporting more than 36,000 
businesses, most of which are small businesses, 
and over 812,000 American jobs. NOAA’s proposed 
regulation would significantly impact the recreational 
boating and fishing community and threaten the 
small businesses and coastal economies it supports. 
 

News from Washington continued on Page 5

https://www.nmma.org/press/article/24345
https://www.nmma.org/press/article/24345
https://www.boatingunited.org/take-action/act-now-improve-public-boating-access/
https://www.coastalrecreation.org/icymi-congress-makes-note-of-noaas-dangerous-and-misguided-vessel-speed-restrictions-for-recreational-boats-on-the-atlantic-coast/
https://www.coastalrecreation.org/icymi-congress-makes-note-of-noaas-dangerous-and-misguided-vessel-speed-restrictions-for-recreational-boats-on-the-atlantic-coast/
https://www.coastalrecreation.org/icymi-congress-makes-note-of-noaas-dangerous-and-misguided-vessel-speed-restrictions-for-recreational-boats-on-the-atlantic-coast/
https://www.nmma.org/advocacy/economic-impact/recreational-boating
https://www.nmma.org/advocacy/economic-impact/recreational-boating
https://www.nmma.org/advocacy/economic-impact/recreational-boating
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News from Washington continued from Page 4

Representatives Buddy Carter (R-GA-01) and Mary Peltola 
(D-AK) recently introduced bipartisan legislation that 
would halt the proposed rule expansion and require 
NOAA to implement real-time monitoring systems that 
would help boaters locate and keep a safe distance from 
North Atlantic right whales while on the water.
 
“Yes, we want to protect the right whales, but we want 
to do it the right way,” said Representative Carter.
 
The briefing made clear there is growing bipartisan 
opposition to NOAA’s proposed rule and that Congress 
is committed to engaging with the recreational boating 
and fishing industry to find a workable solution that 
both protects the North Atlantic right whale while 
also supporting local economies across the Atlantic 
seaboard.

Qualifying	Advanced	Energy	Project	
Credit	(§48C)	Deadline	is	July	31

The deadline to submit a concept paper for the 
Qualifying Advanced Energy Project 
Credit (§48C) is July 31. Companies 
who are interested in applying for 
this tax credit are encouraged to 
view the §48C webinar recording for 
additional details or review 
the PowerPoint summarizing the 
webinar.

The tax credit aims to strengthen U.S. 
industrial competitiveness and clean 
energy supply chains as the nation 
transitions to a net-zero economy with 
the creation of high-quality jobs, a 
reduction in industrial emissions, and 
an increase in domestic production 
of critical clean energy products 
and materials, especially in coal 
communities.

Learn how your business (or those you 
work with) can take advantage of the 
Qualifying Advanced Energy Project 
Credit (§48C): Qualifying Advanced 
Energy Project Credit (48C) Program 
| Department of Energy.

Those interesting in appling for the credit will need to 
submit a concept paper by July 31 at noon ET. 

Water	Safety	the	Focus	of	Life	Jacket	
Giveaway	Event	in	Minnesota	

The NMMA, in collaboration with the Water Sports 
Industry Association (WSIA), the Hennepin County 
Sheriff’s Office, and Onyx Outdoors, hosted a life 
jacket give away event on June 30 at the Elm Creek 
Park Swim Pond in Maple Grove, Minn. to promote 
safe water-related recreational practices.
 
More than 100 free life jackets were distributed at the 
event to equip attendees with vital water safety gear this 
summer. The event saw a strong turnout and widespread 
community support, including county commissioners, 
state legislators, and other public officials.
 
The event and life jacket iveaway served as a platform to 
underscore the importance of water safety and boater 
education. The success of this event would not have been 
possible without the generous contribution from Onyx 
Outdoors, who provided the life jackets for distribution.

https://buddycarter.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=11299
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/manchin-boozman-introduce-bipartisan-protecting-whales-human-safety-and-the-economy-act-of-2023
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/manchin-boozman-introduce-bipartisan-protecting-whales-human-safety-and-the-economy-act-of-2023
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/manchin-boozman-introduce-bipartisan-protecting-whales-human-safety-and-the-economy-act-of-2023
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TZwts9TDJk
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/48C_Informational_Webinar_06-27-2023_0.pdf
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/48C_Informational_Webinar_06-27-2023_0.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/infrastructure/qualifying-advanced-energy-project-credit-48c-program
https://www.energy.gov/infrastructure/qualifying-advanced-energy-project-credit-48c-program
https://www.energy.gov/infrastructure/qualifying-advanced-energy-project-credit-48c-program
https://merchantcostconsulting.com/


6

Legislation & PartnershipsLegislation & Partnerships
Property	Insurance	Update

Provided by Gallagher

The marina industry is not immune to the overall 
deterioration in the global property insurance market. 
In actuality, it’s worse. Why? Because dock insurance 
(especially covered docks) have been a major source 
of losses for marina insurers, and now marina owners 
are truly feeling the effects. In general, insurance 
buyers are seeing further rate hikes at renewals this 
year as insurers continue to restrict catastrophe 
capacity.

Following this year’s reinsurance renewals, when 
reinsurers imposed stiff rate hikes and higher 
retentions and cut back catastrophe coverage, the 
hardening of the property insurance market has 
accelerated. Inflation and insurance-to-value continue 
to influence pricing and availability of limits. Even 
benign risks are seeing rate increases, and those 
with heavy cat exposures are seeing 20-30% rate 
increases – plus you’re seeing required rises in values. 
Mid-year renewals will likely be worse with 40% to 
45% increases for catastrophe-exposed properties.

We’re coming off an active hurricane season last year 
and we ended the year with Hurricane Ian, which 
was a large loss for the industry, and it put a crunch 
on wind capacity. That carried into 2023, and we’re 
seeing that for the first five months. Catastrophes — 
especially wind, severe convective storms and freeze 
events — continue to deteriorate results for insurers, 

so whether it’s deductibles or capacity, everybody 
has been conservative with how they underwrite 
those risks. Much of the increases in rates are driven 
by losses from un-modeled catastrophes. Hurricane 
losses have largely come in as expected, but 
secondary perils such as wildfires, freezing weather, 
and tornadoes are rising and affecting broad areas of 
the United States.
In addition, attritional water losses such as flooding 
from burst pipes, are growing.

Dock Coverage
Dock age, construction, location, valuation, and 
maintenance are all major factors in acceptability 
and insurability in today’s market. Replacement cost 
coverage is not provided on docks over a certain 
age, (especially wooden docks) and documentation 
on maintenance and upgrades is key to securing RC 
coverage. In today’s economic times, a letter from the 
manufacturer verifying the replacement cost is often 
required.

Covered docks are even more restrictive, with 
questions on wind resistance ratings, cross bracing 
on roofs, etc. needing to be addressed.
We suggest starting the renewal process 90 days 
from your renewal date and starting to build the case 
as to why your facility should qualify for best market 
pricing and terms and budget accordingly.

Part of the contents of this article is from a recent 
Business Insurance article.

https://www.businessinsurance.com/article/20230509/NEWS06/912357302/Property-insurance-buyers-face-higher-rates,-restricted-capacity
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http://www.ranmarineusa.com
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USCG	Under	Congressional	Scrutiny

The U.S. Coast Guard has apologized for failing to act 
on sexual assault cases at the Coast Guard Academy 
in decades past, and for failing to tell Congress that 
it had completed and shelved an investigation three 
years ago. After these disclosures, USCG leadership 
appears to be headed for a series of pointed 
hearings on Capitol Hill - beginning with the Senate 
Subcommittee on Oceans and Fisheries.

“There are a million unanswered questions," 
Appropriations Committee member Sen. Chris 
Murphy (D-CT) told local station WSHU. "This is 
simply unbelievable that the Coast Guard knew that 
they had a serious problem of sexual assault and 
harassment and they deliberately covered it up.”

According to reporting by CNN, the U.S. Coast Guard 
launched an investigation called “Operation Fouled 
Anchor” in 2014 after a Coast Guard Academy graduate 
claimed that her allegations of rape from years earlier 
had never been fully investigated. The woman told 
CNN that when she first reported the case in 1995, she 
was pressured by Coast Guard lawyers not to pursue 
charges. The individual she accused was pushed out 
of the Coast Guard but went on to become an officer 
in the Air Force (and is now a serving officer in the 
Air National Guard). This individual was the only 
person ever charged in connection with the inquiry; 
the charges were ultimately dismissed because the 
statute of limitations had expired.

Meetings

The Lobbyit team joined Rep. Nancy Mace for the 
monthly boating caucus gaggle.

Water	Rights	Under	Review	During	
Appropriations	Markup

Members of Congress have redirected roughly $2.3 
billion in federal water funds toward political pet 
projects over the past two years, cutting at times into 
the money that could have been made available for 
poorer, needier communities.

As a result, 38 states and territories have been 
shortchanged about $660 million in federal water 
aid, according to data obtained and analyzed by The 
Washington Post, illustrating how the system often 
has rewarded politically well-connected lawmakers in 
some of the wealthiest areas nationwide.

The problem is expected to worsen in the coming 
fiscal year, as House Republicans eye a $1.7 billion cut 
to the overall funding that Washington sends states 
for their water needs. That could complicate a new 
national push to replace lead pipes, repair wastewater 
facilities and improve other aging infrastructure.

Every year, Congress appropriates money for two 
key federal water funds that are overseen by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, which then 
distributes grants to states. Since 2022, the federal 
allocation has totaled roughly $5.5 billion, amounting 
to a literal and figurative drop in the bucket for a nation 
with an estimated $625 billion backlog in projects just 
to provide cleaner, reliable drinking water.

Appropriations	Update

House lawmakers are set to return to Capitol Hill on 
Tuesday, facing a lengthy to-do list that must be sorted 
out before looming deadlines scheduled for the end of 
September, a timeline that has become increasingly 
more complicated amid intraparty tensions and an 
impending appropriations showdown between the 
House and Senate.

Making things more complicated, Congress is poised 
to adjourn for a monthlong recess at the end of the 
week, cutting lawmakers’ work time in half because 
they don’t return until Sept. 12, just three weeks before 
the government funding deadline.

Congress has until the end of September to pass its 
annual budget before the new fiscal year begins on 
Oct. 1, or else lawmakers risk a government shutdown. 
However, House Republicans and Senate Democrats 
are miles apart on their budget numbers, setting the 
stage for a grueling appropriations process when 
Congress returns later this year.

LobbyIT continued on Page 10

LobbyIt ReportLobbyIt Report
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LobbyIT from Page 9

Bills	by	Issue

LobbyIT continued on Page 11
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LobbyIT from Page 10

LobbyIT continued on Page 12
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LobbyIT from Page 11

LobbyIT continued on Page 13
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LobbyIT from Page 12

LobbyIT continued on Page 14
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LobbyIT from Page 13

LobbyIT continued on Page 15
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LobbyIT from Page 14

LobbyIT continued on Page 16
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LobbyIT from Page 15

LobbyIT continued on Page 17
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LobbyIT from Page 16
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BRADY’s team has expertise in civil, structural, mechanical, electrical, 
and environmental engineering for waterfront structures including 
marinas, piers, wharves, bridges, water tanks, utility vaults, retaining 
walls, and their ancillary components.

• Structural assessment and rehabilitation of unique structures.
• Below water inspections with engineer-divers.
• Engineered solutions to prolong the service life of existing infrastructure. 
• Planning, permitting, financial analysis, maintenance plans, engineering, 

cost estimating, and construction management.

Amanda Del Bello, PE
O: 858-634-4523

adelbello@rbrady.net
www.richardbrady.com

San Diego, CA

WATERFRONTWATERFRONT  ENGINEERINGENGINEERINGWATERFRONT ENGINEERING

http://www.richardbrady.com
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AMI Contact InformationAMI Contact Information

Kayce Cashill-Florio
AMI Conference and Expo Coordinator

(401) 682-7334
kflorio@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
Training Institute

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

malves@marinaassocuation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street
Warren, RI 02885

www.marinaassociation.org
Toll free: (866) 367-6622
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